Olmesartan medoxomil-induced angioedema.
To report a case of olmesartan medoxomil-induced angioedema in an angiotensin-converting enzyme (ACE) inhibitor-naïve patient. A 61-year-old white woman with hypertension experienced significant swelling of her face, neck, and lips 10 days after initiation of olmesartan medoxomil 20 mg/day. After discontinuation of the drug, symptoms resolved within 10 days. Use of the Naranjo probability scale indicated a probable association between angioedema and olmesartan medoxomil. An angiotensin receptor blocker (ARB) is, in many cases, considered a safe alternative to an ACE inhibitor since serum bradykinin is thought not to be affected. However, angioedema has been reported with the use of ARBs, suggesting alternative pathways or mechanisms that result in this adverse reaction. Although not proven in humans, one explanation is that a secondary stimulation of angiotensin II AT2 receptors produces an increase in tissue bradykinin, resulting in angioedema. As of February 26, 2007, this is the first published reported case of olmesartan medoxomil-induced angioedema. Practitioners should be aware of this rare but potentially serious adverse event.